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 Amended 2009 Plan of Operation
 

The 2009 Plan of Operation (Plan) has been amended to include additional supplies and to change the class of a portion of the deliveries originally scheduled.

The AWBA was informed in March that it had an additional 15,124 acre-feet of water available because of subcontract water that had been turned back for remarket.  This water had originally been scheduled for the Tucson Active Management Area (AMA).   The 2009 Plan has been amended to include delivery of this water to the Central Avra Valley Storage and Recovery Project (CAVSARP) located in the Tucson AMA.  The water will be stored as incentive priced water for the purpose of meeting the municipal and industrial firming goals in that AMA.

 

Furthermore, the 2009 Plan had identified 70,000 acre-feet of intrastate water deliveries to the Pinal AMA: 32,500 acre-feet each to the Central Arizona Irrigation and Drainage District (CAIDD) and Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation and Drainage District (MSIDD) and 5,000 acre-feet to the Gila River Indian Irrigation and Drainage District (GRIIDD).  Of these deliveries, an estimated 30,000 acre-feet were to be purchased utilizing withdrawal fees collected in the Pinal AMA.  However because of a shortfall in the State’s budget, a total of $12.6 million will be transferred from the AWBA fund in accordance with Senate Bill 1001. These monies will be transferred from the Nevada subaccount and the Phoenix, Pinal, and Tucson AMA withdrawal fee subaccounts, resulting in zero to near zero balances in the Phoenix and Pinal AMA subaccounts, respectively.  While the Central Arizona Water Conservation District (CAWCD) has sufficient funds available in the Maricopa County ad valorem tax fund to offset the AWBA’s water delivery costs for the Phoenix AMA, the same is not true for the Pinal County fund.  Therefore, to preserve the AWBA’s originally scheduled deliveries to the Pinal AMA, a total of 25,000 acre-feet of deliveries, 12,500 acre-feet each to CAIDD and MSIDD, have been rescheduled as interstate deliveries utilizing funds available in the Nevada subaccount. 

The AWBA has water storage permits for the GRIIDD Groundwater Savings Facility (GSF) in both the Phoenix and Pinal AMAs.  With respect to the 5,000 acre-feet of deliveries to the GRIIDD GSF discussed above, 4,000 acre-feet has been rescheduled to the Phoenix AMA, leaving 1,000 acre-feet remaining for the Pinal AMA.  This water is being held in reserve for the establishment of the Southside Replenishment Bank anticipating an intergovernmental agreement with the Gila River Indian Community.  This is the minimum amount that must be delivered on an annual basis until the 15,000 acre-feet maximum requirement has been met.

 

 

