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Welcome/Opening Remarks
Chairman Herb Guenther welcomed the attendees.  All members of the Authority were present except for ex-officio members, Senator Steve Pierce and Representative Kirk Adams.  Maureen George and John Mawhinney attended via teleconference. 

Recovery Planning 

Tom McCann (CAWCD) gave a presentation on CAWCD’s recovery planning, which included an evaluation of recovery needs based on future demand projections and worst case scenario shortages, methods for recovering long-term storage credits, and recovery opportunities within the Phoenix, Pinal and Tucson Active Management Areas (AMA).  Chairman Guenther inquired what the maximum recovery amount was that Nevada could request annually.  Mr. McCann responded that the maximum that Nevada could request, after the initial ramp up beginning with 20,000 acre-feet, is 40,000 acre-feet.  However during shortages that affect Nevada, up to 53,000 acre-feet could be requested. Tom Buschatzke questioned if sufficient recovery capacity would be available in the Pinal AMA when agricultural pool water is not available and the irrigation districts rely on groundwater to meet demand.  Mr. McCann responded that CAWCD would focus recovery on wells that were currently underutilized.  CAWCD could also recover interstate credits that are located in the Phoenix and Tucson AMAs.  Mr. Buschatzke inquired if some of the recovery wells in the Pinal AMA are also in the Southside Protection Zones.  Mr. McCann commented that staff would review the locations of the underutilized wells.  Mr. Buschatzke suggested that CAWCD focus on recovery within the area of impact of storage when applying the indirect recovery method so that excessive groundwater pumping is avoided.  Mr. Mawhinney inquired if CAWCD’s recovery agreements have been strengthened to ensure CAWCD’s ability to recover when necessary.  Mr. McCann noted that CAWCD is using other mechanisms to encourage irrigation districts to participate in recovery, such as price incentives for recovery as part of the water delivery rate structure.
Kim Mitchell provided an update on discussions between the AWBA, CAWCD, and the Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) on developing a recovery agreement. She noted that a draft of the recovery agreement will be provided at the AWBA’s meeting in December for discussion.  Larry Dozier (CAWCD) noted that the draft agreement would also be presented at the CAWCD Board of Director’s meeting in December.  Examples for different cost estimates will be included as an attachment to the agreement.  The parties anticipate that a final draft of the agreement will be completed by the first quarter of next year.

Discussion of Acquisition of Additional Water Supplies

Tim Henley noted that at the direction of the Commission, staff met with ADWR and CAWCD Staff to begin to evaluate opportunities for acquiring additional sources of water utilizing funds from the Nevada Resource Account to store water to meet Arizona’s obligation to Nevada.  Recent projections suggest that the amount of excess water available to the AWBA is declining.  He briefed the Commission on the various opportunities that were discussed, which included potential water supplies, the mechanisms that could be employed to create additional water, and the issues and questions that must be addressed before pursuing a particular opportunity.  Chairman Guenther inquired how the process for acquiring water corresponded with CAWCD’s ADDWATER process.  Mr. McCann commented that he viewed the processes to be separate, but if there was an advantage, they could be combined.  Mr. Henley noted that the pros and cons would have to be evaluated with regard to the timeline for expending the Nevada funds.  There were additional questions concerning the potential for developing intentionally created surplus as a water supply and the ability to release intentionally created unused apportionment to Nevada when requested.  Mr. Henley reminded the Commission that current statutes only allow the AWBA to store water to meet its obligation to Nevada.  However, there are mechanisms in the Storage and Interstate Release Agreement that allow for more efficient recovery through the credit exchange method.

Staff requested that the Commission provide comments on the preliminary findings at the AWBA meeting in December.  Mr. Henley commented that staff would continue to work with staff from ADWR and CAWCD to analyze and rank the various options based on the direction provided by the Commission.  Staff anticipates providing the results of the analysis at the meeting in March.  Ms. George requested that staff include in its analysis the AWBA’s ability to meet its Indian firming and Nevada obligations with regard to decreasing water supplies and available funds.  Steve Olson (AMWUA) encouraged the AWBA to work with stakeholders since many of questions identified in the discussion paper were affiliated with the ADDWATER process.    

Call to the Public
There were no additional comments.

The meeting adjourned at 4:52 p.m.
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