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Welcome/Opening Remarks

Chairman Herb Guenther welcomed the attendees to the meeting.  All members of the Authority were present except for Secretary Chuck Cahoy and ex-officio members Representative Lucy Mason and Senator Jake Flake. 

Water Banking Staff Activities

Tim Henley noted that the Gila River Indian Community (GRIC) had been working closely with ADWR on the requirements for obtaining a Groundwater Savings Facility (GSF) permit and that staff was prepared to submit its water storage permit applications once the GRIC GSF application was submitted.  He anticipated the applications would be submitted to ADWR shortly.  

Mr. Henley informed the Authority that the Indian Firming legislation (HB 2835) had passed and was signed by the Governor on April 12, 2006.  The legislation will subsequently be codified and become statute.  In response to John Mawhinney’s question if there were any changes to the legislation, Gregg Houtz commented that there were none.

Mr. Henley noted that staff was making progress on the website redesign and that a meeting was recently held with ADWR’s web design group.  In addition, staff was starting to prepare the 2005 annual report, which is due July 1.  He asked Authority members to notify Kim Mitchell of any comments or suggestions they may have for the Annual Report. 

Gila River Indian Community Water Storage Agreement
Mr. Henley noted that staff had not received comments from Authority members regarding the draft agreement between the Authority and the GRIC for water storage at the proposed GRIC GSF, which was provided at the March 22, 2006 AWBA meeting.  However, the GRIC had made two minor changes; 1) the title was amended to include the Gila River Indian Irrigation & Drainage District (District) of the GRIC as the specific entity listed in the agreement, and 2) a signature line was added for the District.  Gene Franzoy (consultant for the GRIC) noted that in addition to these two changes, a signature line for the legal division of the GRIC also needed to be included. It had been previously overlooked.  Mr. Henley commented that staff recommended signing the agreement unless substantive changes were made by the GRIC.  Mr. Franzoy stated that the GRIC was moving forward with the current version of the agreement.

The agreement was approved subject to the changes discussed at the meeting. 

Call to the Public

Brian Henning (CAWCD) asked how much water the AWBA planned to store in 2006 at the GRIC GSF should the permits be issued.  Mr. Franzoy commented that the Community was currently in the process of evaluating potential delivery volumes.

The meeting adjourned at 10:20 A.M.
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