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Introduction/Purpose

Sandy Fabritz welcomed attendees.

Committee Structure/Objectives

Ms. Fabritz reviewed the four objectives of the committee:  (1) identification of water volume needed to firm the state’s obligation under the Water Rights Settlement Act; (2) identification of the water supply; (3) identification of funding sources; and (4) identification of possible approaches. 

Overview of Firming Obligations and Southside Replenishment Obligation

Herb Dishlip provided an overview of the Arizona Water Settlements Act (Act) and the potential for a legal obligation by the state to firm a quantity of water pursuant to it.  The obligation does not yet exist as the Act has not yet passed Congress or been approved by the Arizona legislature.  This committee is addressing the issue pro-actively.

Under the proposed Act, the state and federal governments each have a portion of the obligation for firming 60,648 acre feet of lower priority non-Indian agricultural (NIA) water to the level of higher priority municipal & industrial (M&I) water for a 100 year period.  This is necessary because NIA water is the first water shorted when there is a shortage on the Colorado River system.  Consequently, the firming provides more secure water to the Indian entities during shortages.

The state’s obligation takes the form of two blocks of water:  (1) 15,000 acre feet toward the GRIC settlement; and (2) 8,724 acre feet dedicated for future settlements.  The 15,000 acre foot block is fairly well defined but parameters associated with the use of the other block are unknown at this time.

Mr. Dishlip noted that at the Indian Firming Workshop in May there was discussion that focused on the role the AWBA could play in helping the state meet this obligation.  The AWBA was perceived to be a potential entity due to the M&I firming function already being carried out.  The Authority agreed that the AWBA was a probable entity and authorized staff to organize this committee.

Marvin Cohen provided an overview of the Southside Replenishment Program (SRP) and described how it came about due to concerns of the GRIC over additional M&I development and groundwater use at the reservation boundaries.  He explained that the proposed SRP concept addresses groundwater pumping for M&I purposes above a certain level.  Groundwater pumping in excess of the identified level would trigger an obligation for replenishment within the AMA.  In the western zone of the GRIC, the identified level was 2.0 acre feet per acre.  In the eastern zone, the level was 2.3 acre feet per acre. The state’s obligation would then span a certain range of groundwater pumping.  In the western zone it would be between 2.0 and 3.5 acre feet per acre.  Any groundwater pumping in excess of 3.5 acre feet per acre would be the responsibility of the user.  The first stage of meeting the state’s replenishment 

obligation would entail storage of 1,000 acre feet per annum for 15 years (for the 15,000 acre feet previously discussed) with replenishment of the credits if the stored amount decreases below 5,000 acre feet.   Also included in the proposed concept was prohibition on exportation of groundwater which would require legislative action.

Dennis Rule noted that the committee could complete its evaluation and make a recommendation to the AWBA and the AWBA could ultimately choose to not participate in assisting the state in meeting its obligation.  Mr. Dishlip replied that the legislature could decide to force the AWBA to take on this role, or could identify another entity within the state.  Mr. Henley noted that, regardless of who the entity is, legislative change is needed so it could be change to the AWBA’s statutes or someone else’s.

Review Schedule/Tasks

Ms. Fabritz reviewed the tasks and proposed schedule for their completion.  The tasks were itemized on a handout provided at the meeting.  Under Task 1: Quantify Firming Goals, Ms. Fabritz stated that the Colorado River system model currently utilized by ADWR would be utilized in this process.  The committee would be reviewing the assumptions included in the model with the goal of reaching consensus on what the model parameters would be.  Mr. Dishlip noted that this is important because the AWBA Study Commission found that there is a wide range of firming volumes based on what model levels are utilized.  Mr. Henley noted that this review will prove valuable to the AWBA even if they are not the entity ultimately identified to meet the state’s obligation.  Bob McCain questioned whether the AWBA firming could be evaluated for 50 years (instead of 100) and then re-evaluated at a later date.  Mr. Henley replied that it could be looked at in this way.  Under Task 2: Identify Water Supply, Dorothy Palmer asked if the committee would be looking at all water supplies.  Ms. Fabritz replied that the AWBA can currently only utilize CAP and effluent water, however, others could be possible with statutory changes.  Larry Dozier questioned at what stage evaluation of options other than delivery and storage would occur, for example, land fallowing.  Ms. Fabriz replied that it would occur within Task 4.

Mr. Rule asked if there was some prediction of the probability of the Southside Replenishment Program’s initial 15,000 acre foot volume dropping below 5,000 acre feet and triggering a subsequent need for more storage.  Mr. Dishlip said that it had not yet been estimated but could perhaps be done so through use of aerial photography or evaluation of zoning records.  However, while those things could give some idea about the extent of planned development, the question of when the zone limits would be violated would still be somewhat unknown.  Mr. Cohen noted that the only real risk would be a large industrial use coming in that required a large quantity of water.  He stated that the goal would be to have legislation such that any industrial user would be fully cognizant of their obligation for water uses in excess of specific defined levels.  There was a question concerning the use of existing credits to meet this obligation.  Mr. Cohen replied that he believed there was a time limit on the use of credits previously developed.

Ms. Fabritz noted that a structure for the committee needs to be developed, i.e. should the larger group break into subgroups or work groups.  She noted that of specific importance is identifying an individual to head up the group looking at funding sources.  She requested that anyone with input regarding structure or interested in volunteering to lead a work group contact her over the next month.

Review of Current Statutory Authorities

A handout was provided detailing the AWBA’s current statutory authorities.  Mr. Dishlip noted that firming for Indian water rights settlements was perceived to be a role of the AWBA when it was established.

Discussion for Next Meeting

Ms. Fabritz asked all entities in attendance to review the hand out that discussed the model prior to the next meeting.  As previously discussed, the first task will be to identify the assumptions that will be used in the modeling process.  Mike Brophy asked a question pertaining to federal demand levels.  Mr. Dishlip replied that the state has historically disagreed with the federal government over the level of Upper Basin demand.  

Schedule of Upcoming Meetings

A tentative date of Monday, September 15, 2003 was identified as the next meeting date.

� This document was prepared as a summary of the meeting for informational purposes only.  Official minutes will not be prepared.  All handouts provided at the meeting are available upon request or can be accessed on the AWBA web page.
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