S A WU 4 SOUTHERN ARIZONA WATHR USERS ASSOCIATTON
PO Box 35431

ARy Fueson AZ 85740545 1

December 10, 2012

Ms. Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, Chairperson
Arizona Water Banking Authority

3550 North Central Avenue, Second Floor
Phoenix, Arizona 85012

RE: Draft AWBA 2013 Plan of Operations

HEMBLi Dear Ms. Fabritz-Whitney:
The Southern Arizona Water Users Association (SAWUA) appreciates the continued
support given by the Arizona Water Banking Authority (AWBA) to develop viable plans
for achieving the M&lI firming water goals in the Active Management Areas (AMAs). A
concern of SAWUA members is whether the AWBA will be able to fulfill the M&l
firming water goal within the Tucson AMA in light of reductions in the availability of
Excess CAP water in 2013.

SAWUA believes the reduction in Excess CAP water is a trend that AWBA needs to

B s assess. If the M&I firming goal in the Pinal AMA (243,000 acre-feet) and Phoenix AMA
o of 4 (1,566,000 acre-feet) has been reached then Excess CAP water should be redirected to
e e other unfilled AWBA goals. Table 7 from the draft 2013 Plan of Operations notes that

Moty Waser tistrizt the Pinal AMA will be at 83% of the M&I firming goal through 2013 with 200,551 acre-

: feet of credits earned by the Ad valorem tax and at 400,164 acre-feet if Groundwater
Withdrawal credits are utilized. The combined credits would equate to 247% of the M&I
firming goal for the Pinal AMA. The Phoenix AMA would be at 101% of the M&l
firming goal if both the Ad valorem tax and Groundwater Withdrawal fees are used
through 2013. More notably, the TAMA will only be significantly short of its goal with
only 54% of its M&I firming goal.

Froctieat wed Kechumativg Fecifity

AWBA initial draft Plan had 29,000 acre-feet of Excess CAP water storage in the TAMA

i tser st for M&l firming. The revised draft Plan now has 16,784 acre-fect. SAWUA does not
support this large reduction given there are sufficient funds for M&I firming in the
TAMA and given the remaining amount of M&I firming required for the TAMA.

At the November TAMA GUAC meeting, AWBA staff explained that priority is given to
storing at Groundwater Saving Facilities (GSF) because the water is directly being used
in agricultural activities. This is why with the reduction of Excess CAP water, the
amount of water for the Pinal AMA had not changed from the initial draft Plan. While
we appreciate the emphasis given GSF storage, SAWUA believes an equal, or even
higher priority, ought to be given to meeting the M&I firming goal in the Tucson AMA,
especially if the funds exist from the Tucson AMA for such storage. AWBA staff has
acknowledged that the AWBA will not be able to meet the firming goal for the Tucson
AMA, which is all the more reason that as much of the available Excess water ought to
be used to meet that firming goal.




We trust that AWBA will make certain that the promise of achieving the M&I firming
needs of all of the CAP M&I subcontractors is achieved in an equitable and timely
manner. .

Sincerely,

“Chris E. Ward

President
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