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DATE 
 

 
 
Governor Stephen R. Lewis 
Gila River Indian Community 
525 West Gu u Ki 
Sacaton, Arizona 85147 

 
Dear Governor Lewis: 
 
RE:   Satisfaction of replenishment obligation for Southside Protection Zone  
 
In October 2019, the Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) notified the Arizona Water 
Banking Authority (AWBA) that a replenishment obligation had been incurred in the Southside 
Protection Zones for water use in calendar year 2018 (enclosed). Based on its analysis, ADWR  
determined that a replenishment obligation of 9.78 acre-feet had been created in the Municipal 
and Industrial (M&I) Eastern Protection Zone South. Pursuant to A.R.S. § 45-2623(A), the AWBA 
must satisfy the replenishment obligation by June 1 of the third calendar year following the year 
the obligation was created, in this instance, 2021. 
 
The AWBA acknowledged its requirement to satisfy this replenishment obligation in its 2020 Plan 
of Operation,  proposing to extinguish an equal volume of long-term storage credits (LTSCs). This 
method may be used if the LTSCs were earned within the last seven years and the storage facility 
is located within the protection zone where the obligation was created. The AWBA has satisfied 
this obligation on______________, 2020, by extinguishing 9.78 acre-feet of LTSCs accrued at the 
Hohokam Irrigation and Drainage District groundwater savings facility from water stored in 2013. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (602) 771-8491. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Virginia O’Connell 
Director 
 
cc: Linus Everling, General Counsel, Gila River Indian Community 
      Thomas Buschatzke, ADWR Director 
      AWBA Commission members 
 

 
 

AUTHORITY MEMBERS 

Thomas Buschatzke, Chairman 
Ray L. Jones, Vice-Chairman 

Kathryn A. Sorensen, Secretary 

Alexandra Arboleda 
Mark Clark 

 

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 

The Honorable Karen Fann 

The Honorable Gail Griffin 

 

Arizona Water Banking Authority 
1110 W. Washington St, Ste. 310, Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Telephone 602-771-8487 
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